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Honors Independent Study Project
 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1The Davidson Honors College offers students the opportunity to engage in independent study under the supervision of a faculty mentor. Any DHC student in good academic standing may propose an Honors Independent Study Project by approaching a faculty member and asking him/her to supervise the project for independent study course credit (HONR 192, 392, or 492). The faculty member must be willing to evaluate and grade the student’s independent study project, and the student must develop a project that entails the completion of academic assignments of sufficient scope to justify the agreed number of credits.

An Honors Independent Study Project can be used to develop ideas for a senior Honors project or to explore topics of inquiry that fall outside the scope of regular academic courses. Your faculty mentor will provide the discipline-specific criteria necessary for your work. Generally it is a good idea to choose a faculty mentor with whom you have worked before, and whose own field of scholarship is appropriate to the proposed project.
Once you have found a suitable topic for your project, your faculty mentor can advise you in selecting the most appropriate course credit. In some cases, departmental credits will provide a better fit with the proposed topic than Honors credits, so students should also consider departmental options for independent study credit.
Guidelines:
1. The Honors Independent Study Project Approval Form at the end of this document should be completed by the student and the faculty mentor with a description of the proposed project and returned to the DHC no later than the end of the third week of the semester (or the end of the first week of summer semester).
2.  SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Please attach a succinct (200-300 words) description of the work you propose to complete during your Honors independent study project. Be sure that the description includes learning objectives, specific assignments, and the requirements for completion. If you have a project title, please include it. 
3. Try to avoid these pitfalls in your description of the independent study work: 

a) Indicating that you will do “extensive fieldwork” or “extensive reading” is not sufficient. Explain the specific type of fieldwork or the specific books and articles you intend to read, and, more importantly, how this work will enable you to accomplish specific learning objectives. Explain how this work will be evaluated.

b) Don’t merely list an activity, such as “research” or “community service.” Again, give details. What kind of research? If laboratory exercises, how many? If library research, how much? Or, how many hours of service learning? Of what type? How will student learning from these activities be evaluated? If there are written assignments, specify their nature and how they will be evaluated.

c) Don’t simply offer that you will write a paper. What is the paper topic? Its length? How does the thought and writing that will go into the paper provide opportunities for original observations, discoveries, and insights?
d) Don’t make everything due on the last day of semester. Devise a series of reading and writing assignments to be completed at regular intervals during the semester.

e) Don’t bite off more than you can chew! Generally the scope of the proposed project should be commensurate with normal expectations for an academic course with a corresponding number of credits.
4. The faculty mentor and student must set a final due date (no later than the last day of classes) and discuss the criteria to be used in evaluating the project outcomes. They should schedule regular meetings during the semester (preferably weekly or biweekly) to discuss how the project is progressing.
5. If more than one student is completing an Honors independent study project under supervision of the same faculty mentor, then the faculty mentor may wish to schedule regular group meetings with those students to share information, exchange ideas, and discuss their progress.
6. Once the Honors Independent Study Project Approval Form has been signed by the faculty mentor and the DHC Dean, the student can get a course override at the DHC front desk and then register on CyberBear for the independent study course. Be sure to provide the faculty mentor’s name, as well as other required course information, to the DHC front desk, so that grades can be properly assigned.

7. The Honors Independent Study course must be taken for a traditional letter grade. Students may enroll for a maximum of 3 credits per semester; the course is repeatable for a maximum of 6 credits.
8. When the Honors independent study project has been completed, the faculty mentor should submit a letter grade for that coursework to the DHC front desk. If the independent study project has not been completed by the end of the semester, the faculty mentor should still submit an appropriate letter grade (either “I” or “N”), to be followed by a final grade when the work is complete.
9. Students may count an independent study course as an Honors course in fulfillment of DHC graduation requirements. In order to claim this Honors credit, the student should list the independent study course on their Senior Graduation Checklist, available at www.dhc.umt.edu/currentStudents/studentForms.php. Note that a student may count up to two “outside-of-classroom” courses in fulfillment of DHC graduation requirements; see the DHC Student Handbook for further details.
10. An Honors independent study project proposal will not generally be approved when a regular academic course is available on the same topic.
11. An Honors independent study project proposal will not generally be approved for internships, practicums, technical training courses, studio courses, or developmental courses. 
12. If the proposed faculty mentor for an Honors independent study project is not a tenured or tenure-track faculty member at The University of Montana, then a department chair’s signature is required on the approval form. The department chair’s signature certifies that the faculty member is appropriately qualified to supervise the proposed Honors independent study project.
Contact the Davidson Honors College (243-2541) for more information.

Honors Independent Study Project
Approval Form
This is a fillable form. Please enter the requested information and print out a hardcopy for signatures. 
We recommend that you save a copy of the completed form.

STUDENT INFORMATION
	Student name:       
	Student ID number:       

	Local address:       
     

	Phone:       
	Email:       

	I wish to enroll in the following Honors independent study course.

	           FORMCHECKBOX 
 HONR 192         FORMCHECKBOX 
 HONR 392         FORMCHECKBOX 
 HONR 492        Section:  . FORMDROPDOWN 
 

	Semester:   FORMDROPDOWN 
   Year:         Number of credits:       Grading method: Traditional grade

	I have read and understand the Davidson Honors College guidelines concerning Honors independent study projects.

	Student signature:
	Date:      


FACULTY MENTOR INFORMATION
	Faculty mentor name:       

	Faculty department:       

	Faculty rank or job title:       

	Faculty status:        FORMCHECKBOX 
 Tenured     FORMCHECKBOX 
 Tenure-track     FORMCHECKBOX 
 Non-tenure-track

	Campus phone:       
	Email:       

	Campus address:       

	I agree to supervise and evaluate this Honors independent study project.

	Faculty signature:
	Date:      

	A department chair’s approval and signature is required for non-tenure-track faculty.

	Department chair signature:
	Date:      


DAVIDSON HONORS COLLEGE INFORMATION

	Student eligibility verified:   FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes            FORMCHECKBOX 
 No     DHC staff initials:

	This Honors independent study application is approved.

	DHC Dean signature:
	Date: 


 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Please attach a succinct (200-300 words) description of the work you propose to complete during your Honors independent study project.  Be sure that the description includes learning objectives, specific assignments, and the requirements for completion.  If you have a project title, please include it. 

Please return this form to the Davidson Honors College.
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